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Security cameras
installed in Quad dorms
By Atdhe Trepca
Contributing Writer

Contributed by Susan Birge
Joe Graziano, program coordinator for Fairfield University's Collegiate Recovery Program, meets with Susan Birge, director of counseling
and psychological services at the Recovery House to discuss programming.

Road to recovery starts at home
come a long way since his recognition of
his problem.

By Kaitlin McEwan
Assistant News Editor
Timmy sat down with Lisa a few
years ago and spoke about his desires for
a recovery program for alcoholics and
drug addicts. He looked at Lisa and said,
"If you build it, they will come." And they
did.
Fairfield's Recovery House opened
on Nov. 19, 2013. Recovery House was
designed to help students break an addiction they are facing, whether it's drugs or
alcohol. Recovery House allows students
to balance both their education and recovery.
The home is an unmarked house off
campus, within walking distance from
the school. Currentiy, the home holds
three members and one house manager.
Chris, a Fairfield student currently
living in Recovery House, is considered
to be the "pioneer" of the program. He
was the home's first resident and has

Meet the Staff
The staff is made up of four people.
Everyone shares similar interests and
desires for all those involved in the program.
Susan Birge serves as the assistant
vice president and director of counseling
and psychological services at Fairfield.
Lisa Arnold works with the clinical piece of Recovery House. Her job
includes running the therapy groups
and the individual counseling. She also
works with students who are undergoing
personal struggles with recovery, or are
identifying things that compromise their
ability to stay sober.
Joe Graziano is the program coordinator and also co-facilitates the clinical
piece with Arnold and works with some
Recovery House students individually.

Timmy is the house manager and
a recovered addict who graduated from
Fairfield. As the house manager, Timmy
tries to emphasize community. He said,
"The men are free to come and go as they
want and have to attend three 12-step
meetings a week. Other than that, simply respect and care for the living environment, just like any other residency at
Fairfield."
First Jesuit School
Fairfield is the first Jesuit school to
start a Recovery House. However, 17 other schools are involved in the program,
including University of Virginia and Rutgers.
Birge explained: "We are a little
ahead of the trend. The future of housing at an institution of higher education
is going to have to incorporate [Recovery
House].
Read HEALING on Page 3

Freshman Matthew Del Rosso awaits the installation of new security cameras in the freshman dorms,
hoping that they will minimize vandalism on campus.
"I think if something did happen on the second
floor of Campion, now they have the luxury of going
back and looking at some footage to get to the bottom of
it," said Del Rosso, a resident of Campion Hall.
In the past year, the Department of Public Safety has
led the initiative to install security systems in the hallways of dormitory buildings. Currently, security cameras
are being installed in Campion and Regis with plans to
retrofit Gonzaga and Campion before DPS moves onto
other buildings.
"Our goal is to get more cameras actually on the
exterior gate entrances for security purposes, as well as
interior in buildings. Not just residence halls but all over
the campus," said Todd Pelazza, director of public safety.
Junior Stephanie Oliver, resident assistant in the Ignatian Residential College, is hopeful that the addition
of cameras in hallways would eliminate the need for students paying for damage that has occurred on their floor.
"I think it's really just putting the responsibility on
people that need to be responsible for it. Especially just
seeing over the years thousands of dollars' worth of damages put on people that don't deserve to be pay all the
damages," said Oliver.
Pelazza described the initiative for a stronger security system as a "systematic approach," which is only
recently being slowed down because of budget issues.
However, Pelazza reassured the student body that closedcircuit television cameras have been assets to Fairfield for
over 15 years.
According to Pelazza, due to the security system recently put in place, DPS has been able to solve several
crimes occurring within the dormitory halls. Pelazza referred to an ongoing case in which the new security system was significant in that investigation.
"One crime that we were able to solve, that I really
can't talk about yet because it's in litigation now, was very
instrumental in the use of those cameras. A lot of the
vandalism in the elevators, as well as the residence halls,
have been solved because of the use of those cameras,"
said Pelazza.
While many students and administrators find the
new security objectives beneficial to the university, Dana
Garcia '17, a resident in Jogues Hall, has some worries.
"I think that [DPS officers] do their job. I think that
they do it well. I think they are too pushy though," Garcia
Read STUDENT on Page 4

Distressed have many options
By Casey Heely
Contributing Writer
The tragic story of University
of Pennsylvania freshman Madison Holleran's recent suicide made
national news, sparking conversations about how such horrific
events can be prevented.
Even before Holleran's death,
people have discussed strategies
of preventing tragedy. In December 2013, CNN wrote in an article
titled "Big Brother is watching,"
that at one school, social media
monitoring actually helped save a
high school student's life because
the student "was talking on social

NEWS:

media about 'ending his life.'"
However, as the article cited,
there is much controversy over
whether schools "should do more
to monitor students' online interactions off-campus to protect them
from dangers such as bullying,
drug use, violence and suicide."
At Fairfield, students and professors alike had differing opinions
about this strategy. Dr. Michael
Serazio, an assistant professor in
communication who studies social
media closely, said, "Anything that
can be done to prevent tragedies,
like [Holleran's] death should be
considered."
Logistically, however, hevsaid

that it may not be practical for the
university to be able to screen all of
its students' social media for warning signs.
"What can happen, I think, is
the university relies on students to
monitor other students' social media content and try to pick up on
warning signs that way," he said.
Dean of Students Karen
Donoghue '03 said: "If students
bring forward concerns via social
media, we address it and make
referrals. We rely and encourage
friends to refer when someone is
in need."
Students, who interact with
Read COMBATING on Page 4
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Tebben Gill Lopez / The Mirror

Students met candidates for all FUSA positions yesterday evening in
the lower level of the Barone Campus Center.
Inside on Page 2: Meet your 2014 FUSA presidential candidates.

SPORTS:
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Meet your 2014 FUSA presidential candidates:

Lindsey Hanley
'The Achiever'
Tebben Gill Lopez / The Mirror

By Salvatore Trifilio
News Editor
Junior Mariano Portocarrero will be the first to tell you
about his questionable decisions and actions as an underclassman.
"I was, you know, doing a lot of partying, doing a lot
of drinking, spending a lot of time [in the dean of students'
office]" said Portocarrero.
A self-proclaimed former introvert, Portocarrero realized early on that he was "letting other people define him,"
and that he needed to make a change, and a drastic one at
that.
"I asked myself, what could I do if I wasn't afraid? And
the answer is, you can do a lot," Portocarrero said.
With the motivation he gained from his roommate at
the time, who was making a dramatic physical change of his
own, Portocarrero decided it was time that he took charge
of his life and stopped heading down this "path I didn't
want to be heading down.
I realized I was letting my circumstances and surroundings define who I was, and that's not what I wanted.
I wanted to define my own circumstances," said Portocarrero.
The finance major and economics minor believes Fairfield's community is one of change and growth. Despite
campaigning without a running mate, Portocarrero hopes
to unlock the "untapped potential of the student body."
"[Alex] Long ran on the idea of building a team. I
think that was a great idea, and now Iwant to focus on
building a community," Portocarrero said.
While Portocarrero may not have the same type of experience as his opponents in FUSA's Executive Council, he
is confident in his mission and ability.
"I'm just like you. ... The reason why I'm here is because of the incredible support I have from my friends,
from family, and I'm just taking risks," said Portocarrero,
"In the end, I'm looking to inspire people."

As Lindsey Hanley '15 walks through the Barone Campus Center, one thing is for certain - her presence. With each
passerby, the current FUSA Chair of Programming gives a
smile, a wave and a kind "hello."
However, not many students know about the young
woman who began with a minor role in FUSAs SWAT team
and exceeded her own expectations in reaching her senior
year goal 12 months early.
"I give it my all in everything I do," said Hanley, whose
most well-known accomplishment was landing Bingo Players
for the 2013 fall concert.
For those who have never met the FUSA chair of programming, Hanley's workload may seem almost unmanageable. Aside from serving on the executive council, the
Running Club, Pencil Pals, living in a sophomore residential
college and serving on the Senior Week committee last year
are among some of Hanley's many extracurriculars.
"I was also asked to be editor-in-chief of the yearbook
this year, but had to turn it down do to other commitments,"
said Hanley.
Although Hanley said she believes this election "is not
about sex," students would be hard-pressed to ignore the fact
that Hanley would be Fairfield first female student body president in almost 10 years. In fact, a victory by Hanley and her
running mate Janice Herbert '15, would propel her into an
exclusive club that has only seen two prior members: Dean of
Students Karen Donoghue '03 and Jessica DiBuono '06.
Nevertheless, as a presidential candidate, Hanley is comparable to both Maxfield and Long, who competed for the
presidency a year ago.
"Honestly I think I fall in the middle," said Hanley, "I
have [FUSA] experience, but also because of all the organizations I'm involved with on campus ... people generally
recognize me, so I think I'm both," in speaking on last year's
candidates.
For Hanley, running for president is the next step: "I
want to be someone who's approachable to students, but at
the same time can have a relationship with the administration."

Just a year ago, the vice presidency wasn't even a thought in
Alex Cucchis '15 mind. However, on Tuesday night, Cucchi presented himself as a student transformed by his leadership position,
a student who oozes professionalism.
"It's been good, it has definitely been a different experience
for me," said Cucchi.
While Cucchis term as VP has been his only time serving
on the FUSA Executive Council, the English major is anything but
a rookie when it comes to leadership positions. In fact, Cucchi
described himself as a student who has always been involved with
student government, even in high school.
"I love working with people," said Cucchi, "I always have."
Reflecting on his years as an undergrad, Cucchi described
a personality test he took that he believes can accurately describe
how his past has shaped who he has become as a leader. "My number one was positivity and my number two was ... winning others
over," said Cucchi.
The resolve, which Cucchi said he believes so accurately describes his past, is rooted deep in his relationship with his autistic
brother, Thomas, whom he believes has taught him some of the
most valuable lessons he has learned.
Those who have spent time with Cucchi will tell you it's not
just his positivity that makes him a great leader. Cucchi pointed to
an American Literature course he took with Dr. Edrik Lopez that
allowed him to become the communicator he is today.
"He's one of those English professors who just allows you to
be open, to say what's on your mind," said Cucchi, something that
has transferred to the way he conducts himself in executive council
meetings. "I think sometimes people try to be too professional with
what they have to say when sometimes you just have to say it... or
nothing gets done."
Cucchi, who will be campaigning with running mate Anif
McDonald '16, stressed that despite being Vice President, he is still
a student "who is having the same problems."
According to Cucchi, Fairfield is right on the cusp of "being
in the same category as the BCs and the Fordhams."
Cucchi said, "I really really love Fairfield.... I'm your average
student who will pursue things you want. I want what's best for us."

Your Career Starts Here
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Healing the whole person
CONT. FROM PAGE 1
"It's a matter of time before
we see most colleges and universities trying to catch up," continued
Birge. "Why did we do it first? Because Lisa and I have been talking
about it for years and we identified
the need."
Arnold said that she received
calls from parents asking questions about the program, but when
it came to housing, she had to tell
them Fairfield doesn't have a special place. "That's where the buck
stopped. Before September of 2013
we didn't have anything to offer to
them. Now I can get on the phone
with parents and say 'from soup to
nuts' we have it!"
Before Recovery House, Fairfield University was losing students
and many transferred. Birge said
she thinks that the program is helping change that trend.
"We wanted students to return,
but to a safe environment. From a
university perspective we are doing some good work for [Fairfield]
in terms of recruitment and retention," she said. "We are getting calls
now with transfer students coming
in, in part of our program."
Men Only?
Recovery House is currently
only available for men. Why is that?
Arnold broke it down.
"I've worked in recovery for a
long time and 90 percent of anyone
in rehab are men. Does that mean
that men have more issues with alcohol than women and drugs? Absolutely not."
Arnold explained: "The need
for it is there, but we don't see it.
Women are not showing up in the
dean's office. I think for them, it
takes longer for them to surface,
and unfortunately, depending on
how you look at it, it doesn't create
the problem as early for them." She
continued, "Over time, I think [the
House] will create a more openminded feeling about seeking help

because there are other groups of
people doing it in college and succeeding."
Mind, Body and Spirit
Fairfield's goal is to educate
students in a way that involves their
mind, body and spirit. The university seeks to educate the whole person and that is exactly the mindset
that the Recovery House has as
well.
Birge explained that the program has an academic success coordinator.
"If we are looking holistically,
it is very important to us that Chris
[and other students in the house]
has the support he needs academically. So he meets with an individual who will help him maintain his
academic goals on a regular basis."
"In terms of 'body' we certainly encourage [the residents'] physical well-being." Graziano's safe programs encourage this.
"Spirituality is a component
of recovery," stated Birge. Recovery House has plans to work with
campus ministry or the Jesuits to
create Ignatian exercises, such as a
retreat, for the men and women in
recovery. Also, the house is working on having members participate
in service.
"All these men ... want to convert their gratitude to helping others," explained Birge.
Many students have a hard
enough time balancing school itself. Yet Chris, the first official
member of Recovery House, not
only balanced his education, but
also his recovery.
Chris, who transferred into
Fairfield during his sophomore
year, explained, "The school has
provided me with a lot of support
that made it more manageable for
me to do."
Timmy explained, "It's a balance. I remember my number one
priority, which was my recovery,
but having to balance that between
the education, because I wanted

that to be a part of my life too."
Timmy said he agrees with the
need to find a balance: "That's the
beauty of having the house because
it gives you a chance not only to
have your recovery in a safe environment, but to pursue your education, which would otherwise be
very difficult without this kind of
support system."
Building a Better Future
"We feel that our collegiate recovery program is progressive, mission-driven and we certainly think
that it reflects Jesuit values of inclusivity, and [we want] every student
at this university to have the college
experience that they choose to have
and receive the most support," said
Birge.
Fairfield mandates that incoming freshman must partake in AlcoholEdu, an online educational program that teaches students about
alcohol and its effects in college.
Timmy said: "Any opportunity
to [educate] early on plants that
seed so when the moment does
come they recognize they may have
a problem and say, 'I can't do this
anymore.' Hopefully, they think of
us and that we've offered them an
opportunity."
Recovery House recently applied for the Outstanding Ignatian
Program.
"Saint Ignatius' job, along with
the Jesuits, was to go where the
need was most," Timmy said. "So
being the Ignatian award, I think
we are meeting what the need is,
so hopefully they consider us good
candidates and we get awarded."
Birge hopes that the house can
help increase awareness on campus
and encourage students to come
forward if they need help.
"There are no secrets here; if
we have something good working,
we'll share it. I've sent so much stuff
to Boston College. We'll help anybody. That's really where our hearts
are at," she said.
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Contributed by Susan Birge
Fairfield's psychological services look to commit to "all students' individual
needs and concerns."
Words of Advice
The young men and staff
members offered advice for those
who may need help coping with or
recovering from addiction.
"Don't be afraid to ask for help.
If you have to ask the question of
whether you have a problem, you
usually do. Don't be afraid because
there is plenty of help here," said
Timmy. "Everybody in that house
knows what everyone else has gone
through and it's kind of unique to
go through it at the age that we
are. That in and of itself creates the
spirit and we all tap into it and latch
onto it, which helps."
Birge stated: "We are committed to having more people understand that there is no stigma. This
is part of who you are, but not who
you are. It's part of how you do life,

but not your life."
Arnold agreed. "If you let that
piece of you define you, then you
are just going get eaten up alive.
[Timmy and Chris] don't let it
define who they are and it's made
them into the people they are today," she said.
Graziano finished by saying,
"To see someone transform in front
of our eyes is just an amazing thing
to watch and that's because [Recovery House] is here for them to do
that."
Birge encourages students to
reach out. "If you think you may
have a problem with alcohol and/
or drugs, talk to a professional at
Counseling and Psychological Services," she said. "It's confidential
and there is no charge. Students receive respect and resources without
any judgment or pressure."

Fairfield debaters join the ranks of major universities
found a passion in debating."
President Matthew Rotondaro
'16 and other varsity members of
Freshman Jason Abate found
the Fairfield debate society made
his passion for debate during an
the trip to the College of New Jerevent organized by the Fairfield
sey this past Saturday to attend
their second debate of the school
University Debate Society.
year. The group debated against
schools such as Princeton, Fordham, Rutgers and George Washington University.
Having established an official
team of varsity debaters to travel
to tournaments at different colleges
for the rest of the spring semester
and hopefully, years to come, the
club's main objective is gaining
more members.
"We have a solid varsity team
that's going to continue to develop
and grow," said Rotondaro. "Our
goal at this point is to become a
regular presence at these tournaments."
The debate society has now
built
up to 30 members, ranging
Contributed by Matthew Rotondaro
from
all different grades. MemFrom left to right: members of the Fairfield University Debate Society
bers
are
given the opportunity to
Gregg Pizzi, Elliot Neski, Vladimir Ivanov, and Matthew Rotondaro.
both enhance their public speak)
By Patrick Kiernan
Contributing Writer

"I decided to attend a meeting,
where a Fairfield alumnus and attorney came to speak to everyone
about how to argue and be confident in your arguments," said Jason
Abate. "I realized after getting back
to my room that night that I had

ing skills, as well as put together
concise, powerful arguments.
Students are encouraged to expand their skills and prepare for the
debate tournaments at
biweekly meetings held every
Tuesday and Thursday at 8 p.m. in
Canisius 101.
However, while it has a consistent student base, the debate society is striving for more members.
The club plans on having guest
speakers at meetings in the future
as a way to entice students to attend
and gain an interest in debate. Rotondaro has also formed a welcoming community to all students who
wish to start debating even if it is
new to them.
"Matt Rotondaro is a phenomenal leader who is making the club
open to anyone and was the reason
why I felt so comfortable coming
in because he wasn't just happy I
joined, but rather sought to point
out my strengths so I can further
develop them," said Abate. "His vision for this society in the future
is exactly what I hope to become

a part of, and it is an honor and a
blessing to help further the development of the club in the coming
years."
Another way that Fairfield's
debate society plans to gain more
student attention around campus
is by holding more faculty debates
similar to the one held last semester
between Rev. Paul J. Fitzgerald, S.J.
and Dr. Ronald Salafia.
Rotondaro, along with his club
members, are planning the next
faculty debate for either March or
April and have a few professors in
mind to debate on a certain topic as
part of a large event.
"Those kinds of events help
our name," said Rotondaro about
faculty debates. "They help us to
branch out to the University so
people know that there is a debate
team."
The Fairfield debate society
will travel to Rutgers this coming
weekend to take part in another
tournament debate in an attempt to
gain more recognition and become
better as debaters.
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Information contributed by the
Department of Public Safety.

0Q Friday, 2/7
11:37 p.m. - Residents in Townhouses 2 block

Combating suicide could start
with social media monitoring
CONT. FROM PAGE 1

heard a window break and discovered that an ice
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O

ball had been thrown into their kitchen. No injuries
were reported, no suspects have been caught.
Saturday, 2J&
12:08 a.m. - A student in the area of Townhouses
5 block called DPS to report that she was being
harassed by two male students. Officers and an
area coordinator were dispatched and the male
students were brought to Loyola Hall. The complainant did not press charges.
9:35 p.m. - The driver of a car in the Quick
Center parking lot accidentally struck a parked
car, damaging it slightly. DPS tried to contact the
owner of the parked car, but they never responded.

Sunday, 2/9
2:54 a.m. - A \ellow Cab operator in the Loyola
Drive traffic circle said he dropped off a fare and
the individual did not pay. DPS used surveillance
footage and identified the individual. The student
was contacted by DPS and then paid.

Page 4

each other through social media on a daily
basis, also cited the importance of helping
those in need, but questioned the university's role in that.
Junior Kathryn Dennen said, "I think
that people deserve to have people there to
help them, but I don't think the university
should be in social media."
She said that a good resource for people in distress is campus ministry. Also,
students can turn to the counseling and
psychological services center, a faculty
member or a friend if they are in need.
Students can also do things such as
make lists or call a close friend or family
member, like Dennen does, when they are
feeling stressed.
Senior Hillary Fitts said that such
monitoring would be "an invasion of privacy" and that "it comes down to friends
and family."
"It's truly up to those who are around
the person the most to recognize certain
tendencies that seem uncharacteristic," she
added.

Professor Kathryn Phillips, who
teaches nursing students about mental
health, discussed the importance of physical warning signs that would obviously go
unnoticed by social media monitoring.
"You might be able to find something [in social media]," she said, but most
people exhibit signs such as "change[s] in
behavior, personality, sleep patterns, how
they're eating."
They may be "talking about death,"
"saying that they're feeling overwhelmed,
that they can't do this anymore," and all of
these are signs that the student needs help.
Reports about Holleran's behavior
before her suicide said that her parents
had noticed changes in Holleran when she
came home from the winter break.
Phillips provided statistics from the
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline,
which state that "nearly half of all college
students say they felt so depressed that
they found it difficult to function in the
past school year."
She added that in the case of Holleran, she was a freshman "adjusting to a
new level of academic rigor" while also

being away from home, which would have
played a role in the stress she was experiencing.
However, she said that any student
can experience stressors that test their
ability to cope. Seniors, for instance, may
feel stress due to the economic climate and
its possible effect on their post-graduation
employment.
She said Fairfield "put[s] supports in
place for you here, like having your advisers meet with you, the first year experience
program," due to the stressors that can occur throughout any college student's experience.
The counseling center and other resources are also in place for that reason.
Freshman Gabriella Restivo said that
if she was concerned about a friend, she
would talk to them personally and would
also feel comfortable going to a counselor
or parent if she felt it was necessary.
Donoghue further emphasized the
role students can play in preventing tragedy among their peers. She said, "Students
cannot be bystanders. We need their help
when people are in need."

3:10 a.m. - A patrol officer observed a male student on the lower level kitchen roof at 42 Bellarmine Road. Once spotted, the student attempted

In the world:

to hide on another part of the roof. Other units arrived and the suspect was apprehended.
8:36 am. - A caller from Gonzaga Hall reported
that around 9 p.m. the night before she heard
"what's up, n—" and "go home, you dumb n—." When the individual opened the door, she
witnessed males running down the hallway. She
was unable to get a description of the males and
there are no suspects as of printing.
9:03 p.m. - A box of condoms, $50 cash and a
tempurpedic mattress pad were reported stolen
from a Claver Hall resident after he returned from
a weekend off campus. No suspects have been
identified.
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Salvatore Trifilio / The Mirror
New security cameras survey the inside of Regis Hall.

Student
questions camera
privacy issue
CONT. FROM PAGE 1

said. "Cameras are an invasion of privacy and I think it's weird that
they can watch us whenever they want."
However, Pelazza said he believes that cameras in the hallways
will not bring up any privacy issues.
"There is an expectation of privacy. That's why cameras are not
in areas like residence hall rooms, bathrooms, locker rooms, etcetera,"
said Pelazza.
Overall, the divide between students on security issues comes
in on the topic of privacy versus comfort. For some, security cameras would provide students a comfort of living in a safe environment,
while for others it would be discomforting knowing that they are always being watched.

Corrections Box

Dr. Tommy Xie

Contact Information
Fairfield University
1073 North Benson Road, BCC 104
BoxAA, Fairfield, CT 06824
General email: info@fairfieldmirror.com

• On page 16 of our last issue, we incorrectly spelled the
swimming and diving co-captain Rich Straub's name.
• On page 3 we reported that Alex Long is the 66th
FUSA president; he is the 67th.

• Former child star Shirley Temple Black
passed away late Monday night at 85 years
old. Throughout her life she was an actress
and a prominent diplomat, CNN reported.
• Michael Sam, a defensive end from the
University of Missouri, made world news
on Sunday as the first openly gay NFL
prospect, The New York Times reported.
• Two warships from Iran are traveling into
United States waters "to send a message,"
Fox News reports, to prove to the world
its strength and capabilities as a nation in
armed conflict.
• Tom Brokaw, a famous NBC "Nightly
News" broadcaster, was recently diagnosed
with multiple myeloma, a cancer affecting
red blood cells, according to NBC News.
The prognosis is said to be positive.
• The Syrian city of Homs saw major armed
conflict in the last few days, leaving hundreds of citizens to flee their homes and
seek refuge in a new territory, NBC News
reported.
• U.S. and French relationship has been restored after allegations by the French government accused the United States of NSA
spying, BBC reported.
• According to ABC News, pregnant Chinese
women are traveling to the United States to
give birth to evade Chinese restrictions on
family reproduction.
» According to CNN, al-Qaida linked militants invaded a military base in Northern
Iraq and beheaded and shot 14 Iraqi soldiers.
• An American al-Qaida fighter may become
the next drone strike target as the White
House deliberates to follow-through with
the attack, CNN reports.
• CBS reports that there was a military plane
crash in Algeria that killed 77 people with
one survivor.
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Olympic problems are no laughing matter
By Shauna Mitchell
Chief Copy Editor
As the Olympics heat up, an interesting trend is emerging on social
media by the name of Sochi Problems, a Twitter handle that reposts
tweets from disgruntled journalists
staying in Sochi. Among the tweets
are photos of toilets side-by-side, no
barrier between them, pictures of
missing furniture, odd mistranslations and T-shirts capitalizing on the
infamous missing Olympic ring, a
mishap from the Opening Ceremony
last Friday.
While these cases are admittedly funny and seemingly inexplicable,
several journalists in Sochi are taking it too far. While our journalists
get to come home after the closing
ceremony on Feb. 23, several of their
tweets have highlighted and have
even made fun of serious issues that
Russian people have to deal with every single day.
While I don't know how rampant Russia's double-toilet problem
is, I do know that their water situation is abominable, so the Americans
who have tweeted about it are being
obtuse and insensitive. "Enjoy your
peach juice, it comes directly from
the tap," Sochi Problems tweeted on
Feb. 4. "Oh wait, that's water ... #SochiProblems." The tweet includes a
photo of two glasses of tap water that
are an opaque orange-yellow color, a
refreshing drink if you're aiming for
intestinal damage.
I don't see how anyone can find
this funny. The undrinkable - some
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would say toxic - water in their hotels isn't just a problem in Sochi, but
in all of Russia, as even President
Vladimir Putin himself has said his
tap water is undrinkable. Out of the
143 million Russians who have to encounter poisonous water daily, over
18 million of those are the poorest
of Russians who can't afford to buy
potable water and end up boiling it,
putting themselves at serious risk for
diseases daily.
With such dismal health standards, I'm appalled by the lack of
sympathy - and abundance of ridicule - coming from Americans. Why
does Russia become the butt of a joke
when things don't go smoothly? Africa has problems with their drinking
water and we try to help them. Russia has problems with their drinking
water and we create a Twitter handle
to make fun of them.
Moreover, everyone should remember Jan. 9, 2014, the day that
Freedom Industries admitted to accidentally poisoning a huge water
supply in West Virginia, a supply that
affects 300,000 people.
For almost two weeks, those
300,000 people couldn't drink their
tap water, couldn't shower in it, or
rinse their vegetables in it; all they
could do was flush it. Those 300,000
people scrambled miserably for
bottled water while the rest of the
country watched on in horror. Even
now, a month later, West Virginia's
state government is hesitant to call
their drinking water safe. I haven't
seen any Twitter handles dedicated
to the problems that hundreds of
Fifty years. The world of 2014
is nothing like the world of 1964.
Unfortunately, some people seem
to be stuck in the past.
In 1964, the United States
passed the Civil Rights Act, making discrimination based on race
illegal. But on Sunday night, there
was a racist incident in Gonzaga
Hall. A number of males were outside of a female's dorm room saying, "What's up, n
" and "Go
home, you dumb n
." When
she opened her door, she saw the
suspects running down the hall.
As a nation, we are past this,
but as a Jesuit university that
prides itself on the motto "men

thousands of West Virginians encountered.
The water is only the beginning
of problems for millions of Russians.
Because of huge construction setbacks and vague allegations of government corruption, there have been
some huge discrepancies with what
the actual budget was, with most
reputable news sources settling on
$51 billion.

But that massive budget - $9
billion more than the 2008 Beijing
Olympics - doesn't explain how the
Russian government was seemingly
unable to pay 70,000 of the workers
who helped construct the Olympic
Village and the hotels for the media.
Some of these workers actually had
to live in the hotels they were building. Where do they go when the
buildings are finished?

While Americans and visitors
from the rest of the world complain
and poke fun at the living conditions
in Sochi, many of them are unknowingly living like millions of Russians
do. As global leaders during the
Olympic Games, we have the responsibility - nay, the privilege - to take a
look at the standard of living all over
the world and actually do something
to improve it.

Rowling regrets Ron/Hermione romance
By Meaghan Conlon
Contributing Writer
As a longtime Harry Potter
fan, J.K. Rowling's announcement
that she believes that Harry and
Hermione should have ended up
together shocked me. I was rooting for Hermione and Ron to get
together ever since their fiasco at
the Yule Ball; it was when Ron
realized that he liked Hermione,
but needed to treat her right. Ron,
who had no idea how to come out
and tell Hermione he liked her,
struggled to not ruin their friendship the rest of the series.
Hermione and Harry viewed
each other as brother and sister
— both only children that were
thrust into a new world, they
bonded together. There were certain aspects to the way Harry and
Hermione lived that Ron, no matter how hard he tried, would never understand. Essentially, Harry
and women for others," it appears
that we are not quite there yet
This should not be happening today.
Not only does this impinge on
this female's inherent rights, but it
also calls attention to the safety of
students and the ignorance of our
peers. This female student should
not be treated differently by anyone, just like any other human
being. She should not be afraid
to walk around campus with her
head held high, whether she is
white, black, brown or blue. She
should know that she is in a safe
environment with people who respect her as a person and as their

and Hermione became the siblings
that one another needed; there's no
way they were going to fall for each
other romantically.
Relationships became a problem in their fourth year — Harry had
a crush on Cho Chang and Viktor
Krum fancied Hermione.
I can understand Ron's feelings
pushed aside — after all, Krum was
an international sports star, competing in one of the most honorable
tournaments in the wizarding world.
Ron, on the other hand, was one of
seven kids and there was nothing
particularly special about him.
Rowling did a terrific job of
showing how Ron is constantly overshadowed and how that affects him
and his actions. How would you behave, knowing the person you liked
was being pursued by the likes of David Beckham or Cristiano Ronaldo?
You'd probably feel like there was
no hope left — how could someone
choose you over an international,
peer. Two male students stripped
her of this confidence and were
then too afraid to look her in the
face.
This incident actually says
much more about the suspects
than the victim. While they were
bold enough to make such biased
statements, they are too afraid to
back them up. By frantically running away, these suspects proved
that they knew they were in the
wrong.
Everyone deserves respect at
all times, from the CEO of Google
to the homeless man on the corner.
No one has the right to claim that
they are better than others, which

good-looking, rich and famous star?
Ron doesn't make his move for
ages, as he's too concerned about
how Hermione will respond. But she
doesn't make any definite moves toward him either.
Their insecurities and fears prevent them from telling the other how
they feel. And honestly, Ron was a
bit foolish so we need to forgive him
for not seeing how jealous Hermione
was of Lavender.
It takes a battle for the fate of
the world for people's true feelings to
come to light, as Ron finds out when
he mentions rescuing house elves
during the Battle of Hogwarts.
Delighted and shocked that
Ron was thinking about what she
cared about and stood for, Hermione
kissed him. Love doesn't care about
looks, but the heart and concerns of
the other person. It takes Ron a long
time to understand this, but at last he
READ POTTER ON PAGE

6

is exactly what the two suspects
did. They used a hateful word to
assert their power over someone
who is just as equal as they are.
Our generation has led the
movement for another kind of acceptance — of LGBTQ people. We
are in the position to learn from
our ancestors' mistakes — including many people's racist mindsets.
Yet, this campus seems to be divided between acceptance and
indifference. This incident proves
that racism is still happening today right in front of us. It happens behind closed doors, in our
dorms, on our campus, and in our
country. And it needs to stop.
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Ron Weasley deserved to live, and love
CONT. FROM PAGE 5
got it — even if it was in the middle
of a war.
And Harry, while he cared
for Hermione, was conflicted by
the feelings he felt for Ginny. Let's
not forget that while he was on the
run, he'd take out the Marauder's
Map and just stare at her name because he missed her that much. He
was alone with Hermione, but he
still wanted Ginny, and Harry understood the deeper reasons why
Hermione missed Ron. He avoided
saying Ron's name because he didn't
want to upset Hermione — if that

.\#
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•Woman sexually assaulted on
Metro North train in Fairfield
While sleeping.
•Shirley Temple, dead at 85.

•It's supposed to snow, again, this
week.
• U.S. wins gold in both men's
and women's slope style at the
Olympics.
•Big wins for the ski team!
•"The Lego Movie" came out and
was amazing. Seriously: life changing.

The dark side of stop and frisk
By Jane Holland
Contributing Writer
How would you feel if you were
innocently walking down the street
and a police officer stopped and
frisked you solely based on what you
looked like.
The topic of stop-and-frisk has
been receiving a lot of attention lately. New York City Mayor de Blasio is
attempting to overturn the stop and
frisk tactics that have been in effect
in New York City since the 90s. The
conflict is whether or not the police
should have the authority to stop
and frisk anyone for any reason.
Personally, I am in favor of
proactive policing and stop-andfrisk. If the police are suspicious of
someone's actions, they should have
every right to stop and question that
person. The controversy, however, is
what suspicious exactly means. This
becomes a concern of racial profiling.
Ultimately, it is the job of the
law enforcement to keep us safe from
danger. In an age where terrorism
and random shooters are rampant,
police need to be on high alert at
all times, starting with boots on the
ground in local neighborhoods.
In 2012, on more than 200,000
occasions, people having done nothing wrong were stopped on the
streets and questioned. What most
had in common - they were black
and Latino men who had done nothing wrong.
A large number of people
would fault the police for this. How-

ever, Police Commissioner William
J. Bratton assured the public in a recent statement, "We will not break
the law to enforce the law. That's
my solemn promise to every New
Yorker, regardless of where they
were born, where they live, or what
they look like. Those values aren't
at odds with keeping New Yorkers
safe - they are essential to longterm public safety."
If the police promise to keep
their word in this statement, black
and Latino men will not be targeted
by the police. The target of the police will be any suspicious person.
If a police officer is found targeting
black and Latino men, they should
be reprimanded.
Nobody wants to put our society in danger and nobody wants any
individual to feel vulnerable to police unfairness. I feel that proactive
policing, or stopping and frisking,
is a large part of the responsibility
of law enforcement to keep us safe.
Of course, the police should not stop
just anyone they want and they most
certainly should not target certain
age groups, genders or races. But,
when a police officer sees something
that they categorize as even slightly
suspicious, they must take action to
investigate the situation. They may
very well prevent a crime.
In this era of terrorism and
mass killers, stop and frisk is one
practice that can aid in keeping us as
safe as possible. This practice should
be upheld with strict oversight to
assure that all individuals maintain
their civil rights.

kind of loyalty and friendship when
broken can have disastrous results on
the survivor. Killing Ron would be
like killing another part of Harry.
While I'm not saying I disagree
with the author, I stand firm in my
belief that Ron and Hermione deserved to be together and live in happiness. If anything, Rowling should
have told us why Luna Lovegood and
Neville Longbottom didn't end up together — I'd be much more interested
to hear her reason behind the greatest-couple-that-never-happened
than her regret over the happiness of
Ron and Hermione.

Love for all and all for love
By Victoria Lowrie
Contributing Writer

s^

doesn't clue anyone in on how much
Hermione felt about Ron, then I don't
know what will. Rowling even said
she thought about killing Ron. But
hasn't Harry lost enough? Harry has
already had most people who were
close to him killed; his parents, godfather, Lupin and Tonks, Hedwig —
the list goes on and on.
How do you think Harry would
react to his best friend being killed?
I'm sure it would only break him further and possibly send into a downward spiral of which he could not
return. Ron, throughout all the ups,
downs and all his faults, stuck by his
best friend since the beginning. That

Probably the most hated holiday there is, Valentine's Day tends
to serve as a reminder for single
people everywhere that they are in
fact single.
Commonly known as "Single
Awareness Day," Valentine's Day
is underappreciated by people
everywhere. Instead of serving
as a reminder for all of the blessings that surround us every day,
this holiday is looked down upon
as a made-up holiday that makes
people feel bad about their lives.
But for those of you hopeless romantics out there that love the idea
of Valentine's Day, I'm with you
completely.
I actually look forward to this
day every year and tend to scorn
those who try to undermine it for
the rest of us. What is so bad about
celebrating love? We celebrate
virtually everything else, no matter how ridiculous it is. You don't
need a boyfriend or a girlfriend to
celebrate love; it is something that
affects every one of us every day.
Love is everywhere — celebrate
your dog, family and best friend.
One of the biggest arguments that
people have against Valentine's Day

/MtQ

is that it is a consumerist holiday
designed only to make stores and
restaurants money. This argument
would be valid if other holidays
such as Christmas, Hanukkah,
birthdays and others didn't
call for gifts and

special meals
as well. Yes, it
could in fact
be argued that
Valentine's Day
was created to make money, but
then I would expect this same argument against all other moneymaking holidays. You give people a
gift on their birthday to show that
you appreciate them and to celebrate their life, why is Valentine's
Day any different? It is important
to let the people in your life know
how much they mean to you while

^^m

you still have the chance to. This is
what Valentine's Day hopes to do; it
serves as a reminder to set aside one
day of our lives to let everyone that
we care about know how much we
appreciate them.
Often our lives are so hectic that it is difficult to make
time for our loved ones.
Think about the night that
you had too much homework to go to the mall
with your best friend or the
night that you had to prepare
a big presentation so you
skipped family dinner or all
of your missed calls from your
grandmother that you just never
got around to returning. All of
these events are normal and we
shouldn't feel guilty about them.
However, what we should do
is let all of these people know how
much they mean to us and how
even though we often forget to say
it, we do love them. Valentine's Day
isn't just a day to go to dinner and
a movie with your significant other and buy flowers, chocolate and
teddy bears — it is a day for love
and gratitude. So instead of giving
couples callous scowls, go call your
family, hug your friends, kiss your
pets and above all smile at all of the
blessings in your life this Feb. 14.

v
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Out and About

Barone on Valentine's Day? Really, honey?
Here it is again - the widely known hallmark holiday that
makes those in love feel like they're on cloud nine and
makes those who are single feel like they're unlovable.
Thankfully for you, you're reading my article, which means whether
you're with someone special, with your friends or all by yourself, I
have something fun for you to do on Valentine's Day.

(Clockwise) Crispy pork belly from Barcelona. Photo by Andrew Rosales. Chopped Cobb salad. Photo by Ariel McNelly.

Barcelona
12 p.m. to 2 a.m.
4180 Black Rock Turnpike
Fairneld, CT
Barcelona
Noon to Late
222 Summer St.
Stamford, CT

Capriccio Cafe
10 a.m. to 12 a.m.
189 Bedford St.,
Stamford, CT

Pizzeria Molto Wine Bar
11:30 a.m. to 11:15 p.m.
Bar open until closing
1215 Post Road,
Fail-field, CT

I
'

For those of you in dedicated
relationships, Barone is not an acceptable
place to dine on Valentine's Day. Instead,
try Barcelona. Located both in Fairneld
and South Norwalk, this restaurant has a
fiery menu of Spanish and Mediterraneaninspired cuisine. Barcelona have a unique
tapas menu and a sultry, dark atmosphere,
which makes it a perfect place to spend some
quality time with the person you love. Also,
if you're of legal drinking age, they have an
exotic drink menu that is sure to send your
mind racing and set taste buds aflame. Try
the Hot Dahlia with jalapenos and cilantro
- yummy.
If you're less inclined toward the spicy
side of cuisine or you want a more relaxed,
less expensive date option, try Capriccio
Cafe in Stamford. This Italian restaurant
offers real, basic and delectable favorites like
pizza, paninis, salads and a number of pasta
dishes. As a favorite spot for a past significant
other, I can personally attest to the vibrant
and young atmosphere that Capriccio has to
offer. It's a great spot for a date.
As for those of us spending this day with
our friends, here are a few options for all the
single guys and gals out there. Pizzeria Molto
Wine Bar is right in the middle of Fairfield.

Even if you're not of drinking age, it's a great
place to get dressed up and have dinner with
your girls. Laugh about the losers who broke
your heart or just sit there and cry; the choice
is entirely yours. Guys, head to Black Bear
in South Norwalk. It's an awesome sports bar
with beer, music and, most likely, single girls
who you can shamelessly flirt with. More importantly, it's not The Seagrape Cafe and it
gives you an opportunity to branch out and
meet new people. If you're not a legal guy,
head to Buffalo Wild Wings in Milford
or Stamford. They have an endless variety
of tasty ribs or chicken wings and again,
lots of sports. You will most likely wind up
watching the Sochi Olympics at this time of
year, but I can almost guarantee you it will
not be figure skating.
Now, if you're all by yourself, go see a
movie or go shopping for yourself. It's the
best way to get away from the Valentine's
Day madness. Being single is empowering,
so do something that makes you feel
empowered. Go into New York City and
see a show, go shopping or sightseeing; do
something you've always wanted to do.
There is never an excuse for staying home on
Valentine's Day, so get out.

I
I

I
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Black Bear Saloon
12 p.m. to 2 a.m.
80 Washington St.
Norwalk, CT

Buffalo Wild Wings
Call (203) 324-9453
for hours

Movies:
■ "About Last Night"
"Endless Love"
I
"Winter's Tale"
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Fashion Columnist

When it comes to style & fashion, Drudoll tells all.

What to Wear for Date Night
When it comes to going on a date, figuring out what to wear is tricky. Most
times, it takes going through a million different outfits before finding the
right one — but if you keep these tips in mind, the decision-making process
should be a bit easier.
Don t OverflO It: You may be turning your room upside down to find the
perfect outfit, but you never want it to show in your final look. Wearing revealing outfits,
packing on pounds of makeup, over-accessorizing — all of these things should be toned
down for a date. Try to lean toward the natural side and keep your look classy with a hint of
flirty. Lastly, be aware of the type of environment where your date will take you because you
want to be properly dressed.
Be Prepared for Surprises: When you don't know the location of your
date because you're being surprised, don't panic. In this situation, choosing an outfit can be
a gamble but the best solution is to play it safe. Remember to be casual, but never boring.
Black jeans are always a go-to option. If the weather is nice, you can pair it with a sheer top
and flats. If it's cold outside, you can wear rider boots or booties and a leather jacket instead.
And of course, include a few simple accessories.

Let Your Personal Style Show: No matter whom you're going on a date
with or where you're going, you should always show your personal style. If you're going
out somewhere that requires a dress code that you're not accustomed to, add a few of your
favorite accessories to the mix to personalize your look. Besides, you'll be more relaxed if
you're comfortable with the way you look.

Web Series

Movie Review

'Lego' is a perfect
throwback from reality
By Luigi DiMeglio
Managing Editor

'The Syllabusf shows comedy of college culture
By Gareth Rulewski
Contributing Writer
I used to be under the impression that I had grown out of the
style of comedy where a people
take turns delivering comedic banter
about various social topics. However,
a newly established StagsTV web
series called "The Syllabus," created
by sophomores Atdhe Trepca and
Stan Grunder, is a refreshing relief
from the unquantifiable amount of
student-made YouTube sequences
that do nothing for the viewer other
than give them second-hand embarrassment for those involved in their
production. "The Syllabus" maintains
a witty commentary throughout all
sixteen of their videos, which outline
many of the bizarrely amusing realities that come along with being a college student.
What really separates "The Syllabus" from poorly made student
videos, and what immediately stood
out to me, is the quality of the video
editing. They are all constructed in a
way that the commentary segments
flow seamlessly between one another,
allowing the jokes to play off each
other. They also have a consistent

panel of students who critique college
life as they themselves have become
accustomed to it. This consistency is
crucial to its ability to actually make
its viewers laugh because after a few
videos, you begin to feel familiar with
the individual style of comedy that
they each bring to their commentary,
time after time.
My biggest complaint with "The
Syllabus" has to be that I had no idea
that it even existed. There were no
advertisements on campus that I noticed, and while I am actually familiar
with some of the students who helped
construct this video, I had still heard
nothing via word of mouth. The obvious amount of effort and creativity
that is put into each video only makes
it that much more frustrating that
the video with the most views is only
at 1,800 when it has had over three
months to establish itself.
The only episode that I decided
to refrain from watching after exactly 46 seconds was "How to Use the
Bathroom," because my personal take
on this is that if I am watching these
videos by choice, for a laugh in my
free time, then the last thing I want to
be doing is updating myself on other
people's bathroom habits. However,

if that kind of humor is up your alley
then have at it.
The vintage video clips used in a
few episodes such as "How to Party"
were definitely a nice touch and is
something that I personally would
have liked to see more of. A slight
break from the general commentary
with a personal story or even a story
heard through the grapevine could
also enhance the humorous rhetoric.
The aspect of "The Syllabus"
that really gives me hope that it could
possibly experience significant success is that the topics and examples
given do not just pertain to Fairfield
students, but to all students in college; these videos have something for
every kind of college student to relate
to. For those who are reading this, in
the many hours of procrastination
that I know are to come in your near
future, I would suggest giving a few of
these videos a try. They are definitely
good for a laugh and it's always good
to support your fellow stags.
Although it's hard for me pick,
if I had to choose a favorite it would
have to be "The Morning After" because I know we've all been there. Be
sure to check out their YouTube channel.

The song that establishes a
montage of day-to-day life
in an amazing Lego metropolis is "Everything is awesome!" As
a 6-foot-2-inch 21-year-old college
senior, I found myself singing those
lyrics after I saw "The Lego Movie."
Flip Cup is great, but is anyone else
willing to build something with
Legos this long weekend? Judge all
you want, this might be the best animated film I've seen since "Finding
Nemo."
"The Lego Movie" was number
one at the box office this past weekend - and for good reasons. The
amount of astonishing things found
in this movie is a bit complicated to
articulate all at once, so I will build
my review using smaller, individual
... bricks.
The message: Not going to lie,
I was excited, but also a bit skeptical about this movie's plot before I

saw it. Movies gauged for younger
audiences tend to be simplistic. But
"The Lego Movie" had me forgetting
about all of the work I have due this
week. Spoiler alert, but not really:
This is a movie about creativity. Emmet is a standard Lego minifigure
who has an incredible responsibility
bestowed upon him, and it takes a
drastic change in his self-worth to
bring success. But beyond the main
story there are a fair share of subliminal messages. For example, the
antagonist is the president of a city
and the executive of the Octan company - a Lego fuel company that
has been featured in Lego sets for
over a decade. The complexity and
depth of ideas built into this actionpacked movie make its 100-minute
duration fly by.
The animation: Every explosion in the movie appears to be clusters of Lego bricks being thrown in
every direction. Everything in this
movie is made from the those signaRead LEGOS on Page 11

Tebben Gill Lopez/The Mirror
Luigi gives "The Lego Movie" a big thumbs up (Lego approximation above).
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Television

WVOF

Gripping mid-season premiere
for 'The Walking Dead'

What to listen to next
By Jana Novak
WVOF Music Director

By Leigh Tauss
Opinion Editor

Speedy Ortiz
"Real Hair"
The band is back with a four-song EP not long
after last year's release of their debut album, "Major
Arcana." Frontwoman Sadie Dupuis' precise vocals
are carried by super satisfying guitar riffs throughout.
Rumbling and tight, although slightly more pop oriented, the EP maintains the band's standard of solid
alt-rock jaggedness.

Bibio
"The Green EP"
Taking inspiration from and expanding on the
track "Dye the Water Green," the EP is a follow up
of Stephen Wilkinson's last album, composed of unreleased and archived material. All of the songs are
cohesively ambient and nostalgic, with a very mellow
tone. The atmosphere is low-key and moody in typical
Bibio fashion but lovely nonetheless.

Yellow Ostrich
'"Cosmos"
With the addition of two new band members
before recording their third full-length album, Yellow
Ostrich's sound has grown as well. Less chaotic and
more confident this time around, the band has definitely taken a huge step in the right direction. Smooth
layered vocals and heavier instrumentation take the
forefront. The album is set to be released on Feb. 25.

Contributed Photos

SPOILER ALERT:
After a harrowing and emotionally trying hiatus, "The Walking Dead" returned Sunday night
with as much jaw-clenching,
heart-wrenching tension as you
could cram into a single hour.
The opening scene picked up
right where the mid-season finale
left off, outside the prison that
is overrun by zombies, following our favorite katana-wielding
heroine, Michonne, as she surveys
the scene for signs of her friends.
She comes across Hershel's severed head, now turned into the
living dead - his once piercing
eyes now glazed and gone, his
jaw weakly thrashing. Michonne
quickly thrusts her blade into his
skull, and the animated head goes
still. She holds a bloodied hand on
the head for a nostalgic moment,
in reverence for one of the show's
most iconic characters.
This short but charged scene
really hit hard because it highlights the loss of hope that Hershel's death represented. Seeing
the detached head still trying to
get in one last bite was eerie but
mystifying. The dead will fight for
blood until there is literally nothing left of them. The question
now remains: What is left of our
beloved survivors?
Some critical information
was shared about Michonne. Last
season, we saw her break into
tears while holding baby Judith,
and this episode confirmed it
was for good reason. In a dream
sequence, it was revealed that Mi-

chonne used to have a boyfriend
and a child. For the show's most
mysterious character, any small
glimpse into her background feels
like a feast. I can't wait to learn
more about who Michonne really
is, and what made her that way.
The majority of the episode,
however, followed our favorite
father-son duo. Carl and a badly
wounded Rick find a house to stay
in temporarily. Rick can barely
walk and is covered in blood, collapsing on a couch bolstered up
against the door. Carl insists he
can take care of himself now, and
indeed, the once fresh-faced boy
now appears greatly aged. From
his significantly deeper voice to
his stone-cold glaze, this is a very
different Carl to see. He goes off
by himself to find food while Rick
recovers, and nearly gets killed
several times in the process, but
he scrambles out alive. In one of
the all-time cutest moments of the
series, he finds a tin of chocolate
pudding and eats the whole thing
on a rooftop as a zombie paws at
him menacingly out the window.
A small relic of a childhood lost.
Carl returns to the house to
find Rick unresponsive. He shouts
at Rick to get up, and then collapses in the corner, yelling at his
seemingly dead father, "I don't
need you anymore. I don't need
you to protect me anymore ...
You couldn't protect Judith ... or
Mom." And then he said something that made my heart stop:
"I'd be fine if you died."
Later on, Rick moves, falling
off the couch, and a terrified Carl
points his gun at Rick.
Read ZOMBIES on Page 11

SAFEGUARD YOUR MEDICINE

DANGEROUS IN THE WRONG HANDS.

Keep prescription medicine in a
secure place. For a free medicine
lock bag, contact the Student Health
Center or the Office of Public Safety.
DISPOSE PROPERLY OF YOUR
UNUSED MEDICATION

Safely dispose of unused medicine
by contacting the Student Health
Center or Office of Public Safety for
a free disposal kit.

JUST BECAUSE IT'S GOOD FOR YOU, DOESN'T MEAN IT'S SAFE FOR SOMEONE ELSE.
Some things just aren't meant for everyone. Just like an ordinary peanut
can be dangerous to some, your prescription drugs when shared with
someone else can cause serious side effects or dangerous interactions
with other medications. Besides, it's illegal for anyone without a
license to dispense prescription meds, or for anyone without a prescription to take them. How's that for a dose of reality?

www.taikaboutrx.org

SMAJRJ

Know the facts.

**0UT fT.

A Fairfield University Program funded by the Department ot Menial Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS)

EDUCATE YOURSELF

Prescription drug abuse is the use of
a medication without a prescription
in a way other than as prescribed.

r
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Go to www.talkaboutrx.org for
more information.

The Vine

Show keeps
you on edge
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CONT. FROM PAGE 10
For a show that has no problem
killing off major characters, I really
believed for a second that Rick had
died and turned. My heart stopped.
The moment the word "Caahrl" became audible I burst into tears.
What would happen if they killed
Rick? Could the show keep going
without him? While this show clearly
has no boundaries when it comes to
murdering off main cast members,
are they really going to take it there?
Personally, I think if they are
going to continue upping the ante,
Rick's death is inevitable. But we
might have to wait until the end of
the series to see it.
According to TVbythenumbers.
com, 15.8 million people tuned into
the beloved zombie-drama, with
more adult viewers ages 18 to 49 than
the Winter Olympics.

'Lego' provides
an escape
CONT. FROM PAGE 9
ture blocks we all grew up with. That is,
except certain things, like Morgan Freeman's character's staff. I finally realized
that was a lollipop stick with some candy
still clutching the top. The first scenes of
the film feature a cinematography that
strives to make the audience feel like they
are surrounded by this created world on
all sides: fast-cut pans across extremely
detailed Lego landscapes. The journey
into that world is shocking for the viewer
- no matter how old.
Finally, the cast: Morgan Freeman,
Will Farrell, Liam Neeson, Chris Pratt,
Elizabeth Banks and more favorites.
Honestly, the cast could have been different, and I think this movie's concept and
execution would have carried it to universal approval. But the quality of acting
through the minifigures made the experience even more impressive. (Will Farrell as a villain is just perfect.)
Don't be a square. Watch the Lego
movie. Watch it in theaters. Relive your
childhood - even if you were more of
a Barbie or Hot Wheel kind of person.
Your long-forgotten imagination will
thank you.
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By Erin Wolfe
Contributing Writer

New Politics
"Harlem"

Bastille
"The Draw"

My mom sent me this song about a year ago and to this day
I listen to it religiously. This alternative pop song makes
you want to jump around and dance like no one is watching. It speaks to being a young adult growing up in New
York and how when you're this young, enjoying life should
be a priority. "Harlem" says to come as you are, enjoy the
everyday miracles and never lose your sense of freedom. If
this song is not for you, however, at least look at the music
video: It's adorable.

James Arthur
"You're Nobody 'Til Somebody Loves You"
Undeniably, this is the best song to describe a romantically
messed up relationship. We've all been there once or twice
in our lives; we've experienced the on-again, off-again romance that just seems to drive us insane. Arthur's soulful
rock voice reinvigorates the spirit. Also, the man can rift
and hit notes I could never fathom trying to sing. Winning
"The Voice" a few years back, Arthur has also done remixes of Shontelle's "Impossible" and Miley Cyrus' "Wrecking
Ball," with a more blues-driven sound. His self-entitled album debuted last year and if listeners know good music,
he should be in the business for a long time.

Bastille is currently known for writing a song about the burning city of Pompeii, but their album, "All This Bad Blood," has
so much more to offer musically. I personally love this song because of its melodic and alternative rock tones, but any song on
this album is incredible. "What Would You Do," "All This Bad
Blood," "Oblivion," "Things We Lost In The Fire" are all incredible songs mainly because of their lyrics, but also because of the
raw sound of lead singer Dan Smiths voice. This Brit creates a
new alternative pop form of music.

Mark Foster feat. A-Trak and Kimbra
"Warrior"
As a lover of music, I have listened to everything from bluegrass
to EDM. On a whole, I have liked a wide array of genres, but
nothing comes close to my love for alternative music. This song,
is tunefully complex and has a lot of sounds intermingling to
make what I think is magic in the form of music. Lyrically, this
song speaks to ladies about being a warrior in your own right.
I'm not usually one for feminist songs, but the words incorporated into this piece talk about female empowerment in a man's
world. Ladies, according to Kimbra (and I agree wholeheartedly), you don't need a man in your life to change the world or
be happy. You are all you need.

-'•'

Tebben Gill Lopez/The Mirror

Contribute to The Mirror.
Add a line to your resume.
Apply your journalism skills.
Get published.
Party like a journalist.

Learn.
Mondays at 7 p.m.
Brainstorm and pitch stories and talk to editors.
Thursdays at 7 p.m.
Critiques from the EIC and Mirror adviser Dr. Xie.

Coffee Break
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COFFEE BREAK
CO

Luigi's Beer
Luigi DiMeglio

Sals Cocktail
S alvatore Trifilio News Editor

Managing Editor

This paper publishes coverage of campus
crimes and incidents every week. Students
and their parents consider paying for others'
messes an unfair and burdensome aspect of
living on campus. Thus, it only makes sense
that Fairfield usurp the most reliable methods
available to eradicate improper conduct.
As a former resident of one of the most
physically and psychologically hostile residence halls on campus (Gonzaga 2010-2011),
I understand Fairfield's motives to install cameras in some of the rowdier residences on campus.
I was once falsely accused of defecating
in the Gonzaga, first floor, south side trash
room. After a questioning session with public
safety officers, I was declared to not to be a
suspect anymore. I felt temporarily slandered
by the anonymous tipper that had accused me.
If there were a camera in the area to witness
the actual perpetrator defecating in the trash
room, then my time and anxiety would have
been saved.
That story brings me to the next point:
intimacy. Some might argue that, because the
halls with the newest cameras have communal
bathrooms, privacy is being infringed upon.
Opponents of the corridor surveillance cameras should remember that if they are students,
they sign contracts to live on this campus and
those contracts prohibit certain privacy rights.
DPS does not have to obtain a warrant before
entering "your" room to search for suspected
contraband. They are not going to ask for your
opinion before having your young, supple,
barely toweled body on tape as it makes for the
bathing quarters. You're welcome.
My direct opponent to the right, Mr.
Trifilio, briefly suggests that hired personnel would be a better solution to Fairfield's
safety and damage concerns. All that can
be said about the cost comparisons is that
cameras will never ask for pension packages, health care or unionization. I will continue to dismantle the security personnel idea
even more anyway: Assigning more adults to
buildings means that there is another mother
or father figure for students to have in their
subconscious while at school. Little glass
lenses in the corners of a building are less in-

While recent events have led many
to believe Fairfield requires an increase
in security, it should not be done at the
risk of invading students' privacy.
Over the last four years, I have
lived in two freshman dorms, a village
dorm, a townhouse and now a Dolan
apartment.
While I have undoubtedly
f'j...
paid my fair share of
common
area
§H
fines, I have
never
been
r e q u i red
in
to
live
a building or a house with
Big Brother as Fairfield is
subjecting students to today.
But it doesn't stop there.
Department of Public Safety
has plans to install even more
electronic eyes throughout
y|i the campus. How long is it
If? until Fairfield becomes the
Great Britain of college
campuses?
It's simple: Installing
security cameras in the
hallways of freshman dorm
buildings is an invasion of
privacy.
We attend a
university of

trusive than a person that is paid to be
aware of the actions of people around them.
College is meant to be a time where young
adults transition to a life in the real
world. In the real world, America
has dedicated billions of dollars
to tracking your movements,
habits and life decisions that
could one day be used against
you after you have matured
years later. It is Fairfield's
obligation to prepare
students for this reality. You people post
half of the idiotic
things you do on
Facebook anyway. Surveillance
cameras in more
and more residence halls will not miss a beat of
this action you secretly take pride
in. Own up to your idiocy. Once
again: You're welcome.

Editors note:

His Beer, Her Cocktail wants to
give students on campus a chance
to voice their opinions on specific
issues. Ihe topics mast be relevant
to a majority of the student population an<3 can be serious or funny. If
you would like to be featured in the
column, contact iiifo@faiifieldmirror.com.
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hypocrisy.
The university claims that it is
indecent for students of the opposite sex
to live on the same floor freshman year,
and yet we record them walking to the
bathroom in their towels.
Our president explains that our
current business plan is anything but
sustainable, and yet we push to add
more cameras rather than applying
these limited funds to more adequately
compensate faculty and staff.
While it's certainly ridiculous to say
RAs should catch everything potential
cameras would, it's equally as ridiculous
to say our buildings' security is perfect.
In fact, it's far from it.
Any student who has taken the time
to visit another university can attest to
how flimsy our current swipe system is.
While other universities have
security personnel stationed within the
lobby of dorm halls who monitor those
who come and go, we believe that as
long as you can swipe into only your
building after 11 p.m. then everything
is fine.
Of course adapting to other
universities' security standards would
require the hiring of new staff, but so
would the increase of cameras. It would
be more effective to put security in
buildings rather than cameras.
Cameras cannot tell when a student
feels uncomfortable with the person they
are bringing into their building. They
cannot tell when a visitor to a building
is too intoxicated and should instead be
sent home. And, they cannot tell when
a visitor doesn't match the StagCard
they've used to enter a building.
When Fairfield considers the safety
of our students, it should not be looking
for the convenient solution; rather the
University should consider what is most
effective and right.
Living safely on the campus of a
private university should not come at
the cost of a student's right to privacy.
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Your 2013-2014 4x5 Columnists:
Jennifer Calhoun, Luigi DiMeglio, Thomas Shea and Connor Kelley
Because they
like to talk...

Got any Valentine's Day plans?

*m±
m

m '"

I think I'll repeat my answer from

-■

* m

■La

How many medals are the United

Best part of the Olympics so far?

States going to leave Sochi with?

Jennifer Calhoun

Either our bobsledder getting

ALL THE MEDALS.

last year with "hahhahahahahah-

stuck in his hotel bathroom and

hahahaha

then an elevator, or the Russian

Sports Editor

police men (KGB) singing "Get

no"

Pick a side: Russian or Norwegian

Almost Presidents'Day. Who is

Curling Team pants?

your favorite President?

The Norwegians wore them first
and better.

Joe Biden.

#rude Russia. #rude.

We all know he's secretly running

Luck)'." If you haven't watched this

the country.

video, do it now.

Luigi DiMeglio
Managing Editor

Tom and I have been missing that

Enough to melt into extra armor

Bob Costas having pink eye. Bless

If you hold a red screen over the

Obama, haha jk. Teddy Roos-

certain spark for a while now. I

for when the commies threaten war

the citizen of this world who laid

Russians' you would see the secret

evelt. A bear doesn't poop in the

think it's time these seniors feel

again. I'm sorry that's my father

an Olympic fart on his pillow.

KGB messages.

woods without national parks, so

young again. Maybe a night on the

speaking,

we would totally be missing that

town with our dancin' shoes.

Thomas Shea
Multimedia
Manager

saying.

I haven't come close to a Valen-

We'll probably win around 30 or so,

tine's date since my grandma took

but Putin will probably steal a few of

me to see "Toy Story 2" back in '99.

them like he did with Kraft's Super
Bowl ring, so we're only leaving with
like 10 in the end. As long as we get
something in curling, 111 be happy.

Beating Russia... in anything. Seri-

Norwegians' for sure. I really want

Tough call. I'm going with Lincoln,

ously, nothing gives me more pleasure than beating Soviets on their

to make those checkerboard pants
a thing at Fairfield. Too bad I'd look

not only because of what he did (or
that his birthday is dosest to mine),

home fascist soil. This is also coming like a hot air balloon or an even more

but he is the only president to be a

from the guy who has a hammer

licensed bar tender, and the first prez

bloated John Daly in them.

and sickle flag outside his house

with a beard. #gettingbeardwithAbe

"House of Cards" is yearning for

I don't even have a clue how many

Bob Costas' double pink eye.

How about we just make curling

Easy. FUSA Prez, ALong. FOUR

me. Yes, I have a sad life.

events there are. Gold in hockey is

When in Sochi, Bobby!

more interesting and no one wears

MORE YEARS! FOUR MORE

pants.

YEARS!

Connor Kelley

the only thing that matters.

The Hammer

What to watch for:
Thursday:
Women's basketball vs. Rider, 6 p.m.
Men's basketball vs. Quinnipiac, 8:30 p.m.
Swimming at MAACs, All day

Friday:
Women's lacrosse at Sacred Heart, 2 p.m.
Our full-tuition fellowships will enable
you to teach, impact the lives of
college students or make a difference
in your local and global communities.

MERRIMACK COLLEGE
FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMS:

Saturday:
Men's lacrosse at Delaware, 1 p.m.
Women's basketball vs. St. Peter's, 1:30 p.m.
Men's basketball vs. Rider, 4 p.m.

• Our year-long fellowships cover
all tuition costs.
• Coursework begins early summer
20K and ends June 2015.
• Our fellowships are open to all
academic majors and backgrounds;
bachelor's degree required.
• Benefit from unparalleled hands-on
field experience.
• Earn your Master of Education
degree (M.Ed.) in one year.

Teacher Education Fellowship: Teach
PreK-12 in public and private schools.
Higher Education Fellowship: Become
an educational and administrative
leader in colleges and universities.
Community Engagement Fellowship:
Prepare for careers in the public
sector or in nonprofit organizations,
such as youth, family, social service
and volunteer organizations.

Tuesday:
Women's lacrosse vs. Hofstra, 3 p.m.

Merrimack

COLLEGE
NORTH ANDOVER, MA

www.merrimack.edu/fellowships
fellowships@merrimack.edu
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Schneider rules on fighting in hockey
By Matt Schneider
Sports Columnist

Tebben Gill Lopez/The Mirror

Ah, fighting in hockey. A
tradition that has existed in the
National Hockey League since it
was allowed in 1922, fighting has
recently come under fire due to
injuries that some players have
sustained while talking with their
fists, as well as some all-out linebrawls that have made people
question whether it has a place in
the sport anymore.
Last
October,
Montreal
Canadians enforcer George Parros
got into a fight with Toronto
Maple Leafs tough guy Colton
Orr, in which the former slipped
and received a serious concussion,
which required him to be taken off
on a stretcher. Almost immediately
after this occurrence, the NHL
made a rule change that made
the removal of one's own helmet
before a fight a penalty.
Before the Parros incident,
experienced NHL tough guys

would take off their helmets before
fighting another experienced
opponent, as a gesture of safety
to the other (punching a helmet
with a bare hand can cause
serious injury). The rule change
is aimed at reducing fighting in
hockey, but I think that the NHL
is "fighting" a losing battle in this
regard. Most NHL players have
professed to enjoy fighting being
in the sport, as it is a tradition, and
I find myself agreeing with them.
In a sport where the referees
and linesmen can't be everywhere
at once, it is sometimes up to the
players to express their displeasure
with a hit or a play that they don't
agree with by fighting the one
responsible. Some may see this
as going above the referees' and
linesmen's heads to settle matters,
but I think it makes sense.
Additionally, fights in hockey
can be used to spark a struggling
team. Many times when a team is
losing badly, one of their enforcers
will start a fight with an opposing
player in the hopes of sparking a
comeback. As crazy as this may
seem, it has worked, and will
continue to do so in the future.
Any proof that one may need to see
that players enjoy and understand
the necessity of the fighting aspect
of hockey can be seen when many
fights end. Two players that were
trying to break each other's faces
a moment ago will often slap each
other on the rear in a gesture of
good sportsmanship when the
fight ends. This shows that the
players often aren't really trying
to hurt their opponents; rather,
they know they have a job to do,
and have no problem satisfying
their team's need to get something

going.
One aspect of fighting in
hockey that many disagree on is
line brawls. A line brawl occurs
when almost everyone (and in
some cases, everyone) on the
ice decides to fight right off the
opening faceoff of the game. Such
an incident occurred as recently
as Jan. 18 of this year, when the
Vancouver Canucks and the
Calgary Flames got into a fight
two seconds into the game. Both
teams had started their tough
guys, and the announcers seemed
to see that it was coming. Once
the fighting was over, the game
resumed, and pretty much finished
without incident. After the game

concluded, however, people were
quick to heap criticism on the
two teams, and to say that such
fights had no place in professional
hockey.
Personally, I think that
fighting (including line brawls) in
hockey is great. It allows players
to vent their frustration over
poor play, and to get their team
going when all seems lost. I grew
up during the '90s, when great
fighters such as Tie Domi and
Donald Brashear would often go
toe-to-toe with opponents on an
almost nightly basis. I grew up
loving every aspect of fighting in
hockey, and respect the heck out of
everyone who fights in the NHL.

Creative Commons/ ArtBrom
Chicago Blackhawks' Drew LeBlanc and St. Louis Blues' Brett Ponic engage in a fight in an NHL game.

Fairfield Spring Sports Preview: Part I
Even though the weather
outside is frightful, spring sports
at Fairfield are still going ahead
as scheduled. This is the first half
of our coverage of the teams that
will be taking the field for the later
months of the semester.

Baseball

-j

Fairfield baseball is looking
to improve on a 2013 season
that finished below the team's
expectations. The team is looking
to improve on their 20-29 overall
record and 11-13 MAAC record,
this following their 2012 campaign
which sent the team to the MAAC
Tournament for the first time in
almost a decade. In spite of their
record, the team won eight of their
final 10 games to end the season
last year.
The Stags are predicted to
finish sixth in the MAAC behind
Canisius, who is predicted to
capture the MAAC crown. The
Stags also had one selection to
the preseason All-MAAC team in
Ryan Plourde '14, an outfielder.
Head Coach Bill Currier
named his captains for the 2014
season in October, naming seniors
Plourde, Rob LoPinto and Brian
Murphy.
The team is going to look
to these seniors for guidance,

building off of a team that was
young in the 2013 season. The
Stags will spend a good portion
of the beginning of their season
south with the warmer weather.
They will play three games in
Jacksonville, Fla., six across
Virginia, and three in Newark,
Del. Their first home game is
March 19 against NJIT.

Softball
Heading into the 2014 season,
softball has already been well
represented in preseason awards.
Head Coach Julie Brzezinski was
awarded preseason coach of the
year. Her players Rae Ball '14 and
Lauren Liseth '14 were awarded
preseason pitcher and field player
of the year, respectively. Rebecca
Trott '14 and Kristen Filicia '14
were also named to the preseason
All-MAAC Second Team.
Stags are looking to build
on their strong 2013 season that
featured a 29-21 overall record
and a 12-4 MAAC record. Last
season, the Stags earned a share
of the MAAC regular season
title, sharing with Siena. Fairfield
will look to its seniors in hopes
of not only repeating as regular
season champions, but also
bringing a MAAC Tournament
Championship back to Fairfield.

Most people don't understand
the degree of difficulty that
fighting while on ice skates takes,
but let me tell you, it isn't an easy
thing to do. Any people that say
that it doesn't require any skill are
kidding themselves, just as any
people that say NHL players hate
fighting are. I feel that fighting
in hockey is a great tradition,
and is one that should continue
for as long as the players want
it to. If there ever comes a time
when the players want it to stop,
then by all means it should stop.
However, until that happens, I feel
that the league should stop trying
to change things, and just let the
players play.

Like their male counterparts,
the Stags will spend the beginning
of their 2014 season south. The
Stags will play their softball in the
southern states until they return
on March 14 for a game against
Columbia.

Golf
The men's golf team can go
into 2014 with some heightened
expectations stemming from their
successful 2013 season. The team
finished third at the MAAC Golf
Championships in Orlando, Fla.
last season, setting a program
record with a three-day total score
of 884, just three strokes back of
team champion Loyola.
On an individual level, 2013
MAAC Coach of the Year Len
Roberto will get to see how Steve
Burak '15 will continue to develop
his game after a tremendous 2013
season. Burak shot a MAAC
Championship 54-hole record 208
to take home the McLeod Trophy,
which goes to the player with the
best score after three days. He
was the first individual winner of
McLeod Trophy for Fairfield in 16
years. The first tournament for the
men's team comes on March 30, at
the Towson Invitational.
As for the women's team, they
are looking to ride a little of the

momentum they found in the fall
when they finished second at the
Quinnipiac Classic. Junior Emma
Ritzmann shot a 76 on the final
day of the event, the best round for
any player during the event. There
are no seniors on the team, which
is lead by juniors Ritzmann, Katie
Rockwell, and team captain Kate
Heffernan. The women's team will
kick off their spring season on
April 5 in Denton, Maryland.

Rowing
After a fourth place finish at
the MAAC Championships last
spring, the men's rowing team
has continued to make strives to
make a run at the 2014 MAAC
Championship this spring.
The men's novice four
finished third in a semifinal race
at Dad Vail last May, and sent a
men's eight man team to the Head
of the Charles last October, which
is one of the most prestigious races
in the world and "is arguably the
biggest one-weekend festival of
rowing in the world and coaches
all know the rowers all want to
be part of the incredible scene,"
said Fairfield's Director of Rowing
David Patterson to fairfieldstags.
com.
Although Patterson wasn't
thrilled with a 34th place finish for

By: Jennifer Calhoun
Sports Editor
Thomas Shea
Multimedia Manager
the men's eight in the race, he was
happy to see the improvements
the team and the individuals had
made since the start of the year
and in comparison to last year as
well.
"The challenge for the men's
eight this year was to go out and
give a solid account of themselves
and a solid account of where
the program is and how much
stronger we are collectively than
at this point last year," Patterson
said to fairfieldstags.com back in
October.
The women's team has seen
some noticeable success over
the past few months, including
finishing second at the MAAC
Championship and a gold medal
in the novice four at Dad Vail. The
team also added a pair of freshmen
sisters, Ashley and Melissa
Iannucci, who won a gold medal in
the intermediate lightweight pair
at the U.S. Rowing Club National
Championships this past summer.
Also, both the women's eight and
four performed well enough at
the Head of the Charles to earn an
automatic berth in the event next
season as well.
Both teams start their spring
schedule on April 5 at the Sacred
Heart Invitational in Shelton,
Conn.
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Stags beat Marist, earn first win over rivals since 2010
By Thomas Shea
Multimedia Manager
No player currently on the roster
for Fairfields women's basketball team
had ever known what it was like to defeat
Marist, the team that has unequivocally
dominated the MAAC Conference for
the past decade.
The closest they had ever come
was within two points, when this year's
senior class was just freshman back in
2011. Since then, Marist has beaten up
on Fairfield, winning by as much as 37
on one occasion in addition to ending
the Stags' run the MAAC Tournament
in 2012.
But this year, the Red Foxes seem
to have fallen back to earth. After
winning the regular season title every
year since 2005, Marist now sits in
second place in the MAAC standings
after Fairfield upset the Red Foxes 72-68
in Poughkeepsie this past Saturday.
It was a balanced attack from the
Stags, who had four players finish in
double figures for scoring. Junior Felicia
DaCruz recorded her first doubledouble while at Fairfield, finishing with
14 points and a career-high 11 assists. It
was another quality performance from
DaCruz, who has stepped up her game
in her third season with the team, and
now sits third in the MAAC in assists,
averaging over five per game.
The game was tight throughout
the first half, with Fairfield biggest lead
coming with just over seven minutes to
go when Casey Grace '14 hit a layup to
give the Stags the six-point advantage.
Marist would call timeout immediately
after, and would come back to take the
lead going into halftime at 29-27.
The home team would build their
lead to eight coming out of the break
following a three-point play by Marist's
Emma O'Connor.
The teams would keep the game

close for the next few minutes, with
Fairfield never trailing by more than five
points at any point during the second
half.
With about 10 minutes remaining,
Katie Cizynski '14 hit a layup to give
Fairfield the one-point lead, but the Red
Foxes would answer right back with a
basket of their own to retake the lead.
Fairfield would not see the lead
again until just over four minutes
remaining when DaCruz nailed a threepointer, giving Fairfield a two point
cushion. Marist would tie it up for the
seventh and final time of the game a few
seconds later, but back-to-back threepointers by Alexys Vazquez '14 gave die
Stags the lead for good with two and a
half minutes remaining. Fairfield would
seal the contest at the free throw line in
the final minute, giving them their 10th
conference win of the season.
Cizynski finished with 20 points
and six rebounds, while Vazquez
finished with 16 points on five of seven
shooting, including going 4-6 from long
range. Fellow senior Brittany Obi-Tabot
also ended in double figures, scoring ten
points and corralling six rebounds.
In addition to leading the way in
scoring for the game, Cizynski's 20-point
effort allowed her to eclipse the 1,000
point plateau for her career, becoming
the 27th player to accomplish that feat.
She currently leads the team in scoring
(15.8 ppg), rebounding (8.3 rpg), field
goal percentage (50 percent), and free
throw percentage (75 percent).
The accomplishment should
not come as a surprise to anyone who
has followed Cizynski throughout her
career. She was a dominant player at
Pomperaug High School, and after not
playing much during her freshman
season, Cizynski showed her budding
talent as a sophomore. She learned from
the tutelage of Taryn Johnson T2 her first
two seasons, and following Johnson's

Photo courtesy of Sports Information Department
Junior Felicia DaCruz had her first double-double of her career on Saturday against Marist, scoring 14 points with 11
assists.

graduation in 2012, Cizynski became
the main offensive threat for the Stags,
and has continued that role this season.
Fairfield now sits in third place
in the MAAC Conference with a 10-4
conference record, 15-8 overall. Of
their final six opponents for the regular
season, only Rider has a winning
record in MAAC play this season. After
Thursday's game against the Broncs,
Fairfields opponents have a combined
record of 19-51 in league play.
However, the final three games of
the regular season are part of the Stags'
trip around upstate New York, when
they go to play Siena, Canisius and
Niagara all on the road.
The New York state trip is always
tough on almost ever)' team in the

MAAC tiiat isn't from the Empire State.
The long road trip wears out teams
quickly, and by the third game on the
swing, the road team can be showing
many times of fatigue, so this is not a
well timed trip for the Stags. However,
if they are able to stay focused in those
games and keep the energy up, they
should walk away with at very least a
third place finish. With a little luck on
their side, this team may sneak away
with a two-seed possibly.
If they can put away their
upcoming opponents as they should,
it certainly looks like Joe Frager's
bunch has the potential to gain some
momentum heading into the MAAC
Tournament later on in March.

Tom's Grades
Offense:

B

Defense:

A

Rebounding:

B

Turnovers:

B-

Shooting:

B+

Overall:

B+

Photo courtesy of Sports Information Department
Senior Katie Cizynksi boxes out a Marist defender for a rebound. Cizynski became the 27th player to join the 1,000 point club after her game-high 20 point performance on Saturday.
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Contributed by Julia Hagman
The Fairfield University Dance Team performs at a men's basketball game during the 2013-2014 season. The newly split dance team is now comprised of all-freshmen members.

By Jesse Erickson
Contributing Writer
If there's a single piece of advice
every freshman is told before leaving
for school, it's to join a club or team. By
joining a club or team, a freshman has
the ability to transition smoothly into
a college routine, while being nurtured
under the wings of upperclassmen who
have gotten the whole college thing down
to a fine art.
When the freshmen of the Fairfield
dance team tried out for the team in the
fall, they were hoping to do the same.
But, because of the changes in the dance
program, the freshmen would become
the leaders of the team.
This fall, drastic changes were made
to the Fairfield dance team when the
program decided to take the competitive
aspect out of the dance team.
"We just felt that having dancers
participate in both [spirit and
competitive] was starting to compromise
the program in the way that the dancers
did not have enough energy left to fulfill
the responsibilities of a spirit squad
because so much energy had to go into
getting ready for competition," said Spirit
Coordinator and Dance Team Coach
Marie Chaisson.
"So, this was the year that we
decided that it would be best that there
still be a competitive opportunity for

everyone on campus, Dance Fusion,
and then there would be just be a spirit
squad"
After forming two different
programs, many of the dancers who were
on the dance team in the previous years
decided that they would rather be part of
the competitive team Dance Fusion. By
splitting the team into two, it would allow
the dancers more freedom in choosing
to commit to the Dance Fusion group,

really worked out best for all."
When the nine freshmen had tried
out for the team, they were made aware
that they would be the eldest of the team
and they would become responsible for
learning and creating routines, attending
practice two to three times a week and
performing in front of crowds larger than
the usual gaggle of high school students.
During the season, the team would
perform at around 30 games, even during

extreme, but these freshmen were willing
to step up to the challenge.
Since Chaisson is both the coach of
the cheer and dance teams, she has had to
split her practice and individual coaching
between the two.
There aren't any upperclassmen on
the team to guide them— just one captain
who just so happens to be the same age.
Deanna Martinelli wasn't expecting the
position, but she knew how to step up

All-freshman dance tea
dances like old pros
dance ensemble group or the dance team.
And, although Chaisson lost many of her
dancers to Dance Fusion, she was never
discouraged. She knew she would find
her team.
"So many people I speak to at
orientation really come from spirit squad
backgrounds in high school and the
aspect of competing just wasn't attractive
to them," said Chaisson. "Now we have
nine freshmen on the team so the split

times when most students go home for
long weekends.
And, for the doubleheader games,
both the cheerleaders and dancers have
to stay for the women's and men's games,
which usually takes an entire Saturday.
There isn't any money or
scholarships in reward for their
commitment, just the love for dance in
their hearts. The amount of time and
effort needed to have a dance team is

and become the captain her team needed
her to be, no matter what age or amount
of experience.
"At first, it was difficult because
I had to establish a sense of authority
with girls that are all the same age,"
said Martinelli. "But the entire team
made being a leader so much easier by
understanding and being respectful of
my position of captain, regardless of my

Under the guidance of their coach
and other alumni who have volunteered
their time to the team, Martinelli is
responsible for running the practices,
getting the songs together to choreograph
new dances and making sure everything
runs smoothly. Martinelli added that
without their coach, they wouldn't have
grown to become the team they are today.
"She has been our biggest supporter
since the beginning," stated Martinelli,
"and she has helped us establish a sense
of unity by having so much faith in us to
succeed."
On and off the courts, the team
has great camaraderie. Because they're
all freshmen, they have learned together,
struggled together and succeeded
together. Whether they're performing
their beloved halftime dance, selling
50/50 tickets with their red-stained lips
or even just poking fun at one another's
mistakes, the team is ready to become the
upperclassmen who take the incoming
freshmen under their wings. Chaisson
couldn't be happier with how far the team
has come in so little time.
"If you didn't know we had changed
the program and if you didn't know they
were all freshmen, you would not know
by looking at them," stated Chaisson. "I
owe these girls the world and they are the
epitome of everything you would want in
a dance team; they haven't missed a beat."

Contributed by Julia Hagman
Eight members of the Fairfield University Dance Team do one of their routines on the sidelines of a men's basketball game at Webster Bank Arena.

